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Everything you need to know about...
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Jim Crow blights the lives
of Negro and white Americans
alike. For prejudice corrupts



The USA 1929-1990
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Topic 1:  How did the lives of Black People in America Change between 1929-1990
 

Black Americans in the 1930s
[image: image5.jpg]



KKK – lynched and terrorised Blacks in the South
Segregation – Black Americans kept separate from Whites e.g. in cinemas/hospitals/schools

Jim Crow Laws – Made segregation legal
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Black Americans in the 1940s

WWII – Jim Crow Army (Blacks could fight but were segregated)
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Navy only employed Blacks as kitchen staff
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Black Americans in the 1950s - The Civil Rights Movement

Mississippi 1955, 14-year-old Emmett Till was brutally murdered for talking cheekily to a white woman. He was from Chicago in the North and was not aware of the 'way of the South'.  
TURNING POINT:  His death inspired many Blacks to get organised and fight discrimination.

NAACP turned its attention to segregation in education.
The Montgomery Bus Boycott – Why was it so important?
Dec 1955 – In Alabama, Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on the bus to a white man.  She was arrested and fined. 
NAACP organised a boycott of the buses until they ended segregation.  Very damaging to bus company as Black people made up 75% of their passengers.

Dr Martin Luther King – emerged as leader of the campaign.  He believed in non-violent protest.
1956 – Bus companies ended segregation.  

THIS WAS A MASSIVE VICTORY FOR BLACK AMERICANS AND SHOWED THAT ORGANISED CAMPAIGNING COULD WORK.
The 1960s - The Civil Rights Movement - What were the tactics?
Martin Luther King = non-violence.  Thought this would give Blacks the ‘moral high-ground’.



Civil Disobedience = peaceful ways of protesting
Opposing Views
Not all Blacks agreed with Dr. King.


Memory Aids 


Marches, sit-ins, boycotts, protests

Aug ust 1963, March on Washington

Resisted SEGREGATION
Teamed up with white people
I have a dream
Non – violent protests 

Progress through the Law
1964 – Lyndon B. Johnson passed Civil Rights Act

· Racial discrimination banned in employment
· Black pupils given equal rights in education
1965 – Voting Rights Act – full equality in voting

1967 – Laws banning mixed marriages were dropped


Late 60s – Both Malcolm X and Martin Luther King were shot dead.  Civil Rights Movement lost leading figures and seemed to lose momentum.  Riots took place in many cities.


The 70s and 80s

Despite Civil Rights laws, racism and discrimination still existed.  Black people found it hard to buy or rent houses.

1970s – Black cultural movement tried to make Black Americans proud of their heritage.  Its slogan was ‘Black is Beautiful’. 

1980s – Films of Spike Lee, Books of Toni Morrison still encouraged people to feel this way.

By 1990 – Many more Black musicians, sports stars and politicians.  However, discrimination still exists.

OVERVIEW :  THE ESSAY!  WORTH THE MOST MARKS.  Approach it chronologically

	Decade
	Progress
	Set Backs

	1930s
	No Jim Crow Laws in North

NAACP campaigned against lynching.

New Deal helped many poor Blacks                                                                                                                                                          
	Jim Crow Laws in south

Taxes and literacy tests stopped people voting

In North no jobs, ghettos, discrimination

Ku Klux Klan

	1940s
	WWII – Jim Crow Army.  

No segregation when sent to UK

Many blacks worked in armament factories

Membership of NAACP rose
	Still segregated in army until 1946

STILL KKK and lynchings, discrimination

	1950s
	Civil Rights Movement

1954 – segregation in schools illegal

1955 – Rosa Parks, Montgomery Bus Boycott

Freedom Rides

Martin Luther King/ March on Washington
	1957 – Little Rock Arkansas.  Elizabeth Eckford.  Showed very difficult for Blacks to go to white schools.



	1960s
	1964 – Civil Rights Act (segregation, discrimination banned)

1965 – Voting Rights Act

Nation of Islam (Black Muslims), Malcolm X

Martin Luther King and Malcolm X assassinated


	1964 – Watts riots.

Similar riots in Harlem and New York.

	1970s-1990s
	1970s – ‘Black is Beautiful’ slogan

1980s – Spike Lee (filmmaker) Toni Morrison (author) celebrate Black culture

More Black people in positions of power (Condoleeza Rice) and in music, films and tv.
	Discrimination continues (as seen in Rodney King Riots in 90s)

1990 – average income of black family was less than half that of white family.


1930s – Jim Crow/segregation/ghettos/KKK





1940s – Second World War





1950s- Civil Rights Movement





1960s-Civil Rights Act/MLK 


and Malcolm X assassinated





1970s/80s-Progress in Culture but still discrimination











The final essay question will probably be a variation on this question








Opposite of segregation





Freedom Riders - Groups of black and white protesters who rode segregated buses across the Southern States. Sometimes, they were ambushed and attacked by white youths or the KKK. 








REMEMBER!  On this exam paper you are expected to show change over time, decade by decade.  You don’t have to go into as much depth as on the others.





Remember


Many Blacks migrated North


No Jim Crow in North but still racism and discrimination.  


Taxes and literacy tests stopped Blacks from voting


Many forced to live in ghettos, could not get good jobs











Good things!


NAACP campaigned against lynching


New Deal did bring relief for many poor Blacks





1957 – Little Rock, Arkansas.


9 black pupils had been prevented from attending the all white Central High School. The Federal Government ordered the State Government to allow the children to enrol. He refused and was supported by many whites. Eisenhower sent in the National Guard make sure the 9 black teenagers joined the school.   





NAACP – Organisation that campaigned for Civil Rights for Blacks.  Campaigned against lynching and the right for Black Americans to vote.  Set up by WE Du Bois.





March on Washington – 1963.  250,000 marched to Lincoln Memorial to demand Civil Rights.  Dr King gave his famous ‘I Have a Dream’ speech.  Gained great publicity and support for the cause.














Nation of Islam





Black Muslims


Led by Elijah Muhammed


Replaced their ‘Christian slave names’ with X


Wanted a separate state for Black Americans





Black Panthers





Militant group


Called on Blacks to fight violence with violence


Malcolm X was the leader


Helped educate and give free healthcare to Black communities





Sit-Ins - 1960, 4 black students asked to be served at Woolworth's lunch counter in Greensboro, reserved for white customers only. When refused they staged a sit-in protest (refused to move). By 1961, 70,000 had taken part in similar sit-ins. These protests gained publicity for the plight of blacks in the South





REMEMBER:  Even though this was progress, the law couldn’t change people’s attitudes or stop people from being racist.





Refused to use them





Good things!


As the war went on, Blacks were allowed to train to be pilots


Many Blacks experienced integration in places like Britain.  Gave them hope that USA could be like that.


Membership of NAACP rose.





Demonstrations and Marches – often broken up violently by the police























Militant


Advocated race war


Lead Blacks, especially disillusioned teens�Called for segregation�Of the Black Panthers�Muslim – Nation of Islam








In 1990, the average income of a Black family was less than half that of a white family





Many White people were scared of the Black Panthers and tensions grew.








