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Everything you need to know about...
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The USA 1929-2000
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Topic 1:  In what ways did American society change between 1929 and 2000?
 

The New Deal
In a 10 mark essay question, you won’t have to go into great depth.  However, you must know this topic inside out as there may be a whole section on it.
1929 – Wall Street Crash, followed by the Great Depression.
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President Roosevelt
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Beat Hoover by a landslide victory in the 1932 elections.
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The first ‘Hundred Days’ -
· Fireside Chats

· Alphabet Agencies set up
· Prohibition ended
· Banks sorted out
WHY WAS HE SO POPULAR? – 
· Promised immediate help for poor people (“Action and Action now!”)
· Went around country, directly speaking to people of all classes.
· Ended Prohibition
· Alphabet Agencies had lots of successes

· Gave people confidence back.
· President Hoover believed in laissez-faire.  People thought he wasn’t doing enough to help the economy.
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Alphabet Agencies
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Alphabet Agencies – a series of agencies set up to get America back to work.
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Who opposed the New Deal?
Two sorts really:


1. Those who thought it did not go far enough.
2. Those who thought it went too far.

Businessmen
· Thought the new laws went too far and cost too much

· Wanted a return to rugged individualism – wanted less government intervention
· Didn’t like paying higher taxes

Republicans
· They hated the New Deal.
Supreme Court
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In 1935 it ruled much of the New Deal legislation unconstitutional. It said that Roosevelt only had the right to pass national laws for all states, not pass laws that the individual states should be responsible for.
Huey Long
Thought the laws did not go far enough. His motto was Share the Wealth and wanted to use public money to help the poor even more. 
Frances Townsend
Said the old were not being looked after properly. He wanted to give them money every month.


How successful was the New Deal?
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	Successful
	Unsuccessful

	Income of farmers doubled as a result of the AAA
	Many schemes were temporary – the CCC only offered work for 6-9 months

	TVA improved the lives of 7 million people
	Women and Black people still paid less than White men.

	Reduced unemployment by 40%
	Most expensive programme in US history.  
Many people accused FDR of boondoggling (wasting money)

	New schools, roads and hospitals built
	Many people think the New Deal didn’t end the Depression – the 2nd World War did.

	FDR saved the banks from collapsing
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GAVE MILLIONS OF AMERICANS 
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CONFIDENCE AND HOPE


How did American Society change during WWII? (early 1940s)
· WWII broke out 1939.  USA entered 1941.

· Conscription introduced for all men aged 18-45

· Munitions factories provided work for million s.  More women entered work place.
· Unemployment fell dramatically. 
· Japanese Americans – many imprisoned or sent back home to Japan in a wave of anti-Japanese feeling.
The Second World War ended the Depression in America.


How did American Society change during the 1950s?
Affluent Society
· 1950s – America enjoyed prosperity like never before.  Country became rich.
· Many Americans lived in suburbia (outskirts of the cities)
· Consumer Goods were bought on credit.  Many people owned ‘gas-guzzlers’ like Cadillacs and Pontiac cars.

· TVs, swimming pools and cars became status symbols.


How did American Society change during the 1960s?
JFK and the New Frontier

In his acceptance speech as Democratic Candidate in 1960 John F. Kennedy promised the American people a ‘New Frontier’.   
· Promised peace, not war

· End to poverty
 

	Good Things!
	Why did it fail then?

	Increased minimum wage
	Republicans and many Southerners in his pen party opposed him.

	Improved housing
	Many older, white politicians annoyed by his appointments of young Black advisors

	Increased housing benefit
	Many thought he was spending too much money

	Sent troops to the University of Mississippi so the first Black student, James Meredith could enrol.
	His Presidency was tragically cut short when he was killed and he didn’t have the time to implement many of his policies.


Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society
Johnson became President after the assassination of JFK. He looked to continue the work achieved with JFKs New Frontier. In his first speech he talked of a ‘Great Society’ that declared war on poverty. He aimed to
i) improve the health of the poor

ii) end racial injustice

Johnson was from the south and was able to deal with the southern politicians that Kennedy had found troublesome. 


How did American Society change during the 1970s?
Nixon and the Watergate Scandal

The Break-in 

· 17th June 1972 five burglars were caught inside the Democratic Party Offices in the Watergate complex, Washington. 
· They were trying to place ‘bugging’ devices and steal documents to gain Democratic ‘plans’ for the coming Presidential election. 
· The Democrats complained of ‘dirty tricks’. 

· Richard Nixon – aided by CREEP (Campaign To Re-Elect The President) – easily won the 1972 election and everyone expected the matter of the break–in would ‘blow over’.   

The Cover Up 

· No direct evidence that President Nixon knew about the break-in before it happened. However, people working for him definitely knew about it. When Nixon found this out he decided on a cover-up. The burglars, it was suggested, should be ‘paid off’.
· It was Nixon’ s misuse of Presidential Power to cover up a crime by his staff, that was a big mistake. 
· Nixon tried to block investigations but gradually the truth emerged. Throughout, Nixon maintained he was innocent of any wrongdoing. 

The Tapes 

· Since 1970, Nixon had taped all conversations in his Oval Office. 
· When this became known people knew Nixon had tried to cover-up the burglary and his denials had been untrue. 
· He had lied to the American People. Nixon tried to stop the tapes being released – he even cut incriminating sections out and blamed his secretary for erasing it!   
· The tapes shocked many Americans. Nixon used foul language and sounded like a gangster plotting how to get away with it. 
· Nixon was facing impeachment (being removed from office) and even prison! On the 8th August 1974 Nixon resigned. He is the only ever President to have resigned! 
Effects of Watergate 
· Serious effects on America. 
· Many Americans felt let down by politicians, especially the President.
· People felt he had been too powerful. 
· One result was a ‘Freedom of Information Act’, which made it easier for people to obtain official documents and find out what the government is up to. 

How did American Society change during the 1980s?
The Reagan Years

· 1980 – Reagan became President.
· Back to old values of rugged individualism. 

· Reduced taxes for big businesses

· Economic Policy called “Reaganomics”
· Spent $26 billion on  Star Wars

From Bush the Republican, to Clinton the Democrat


George Bush 1989 - 1993:

-Succeeded Ronald Regan in 1989
-Only a president for one term

-Inherited Reagan’s economic problems

-Taxed the wealthy and cut military spending

-Race riots of 1992 after beating of black man Rodney King                 by four white police officers caught on film.

Important legislation / laws passed

The Americans with Disabilities Act 1990 – forbade discrimination against people with disabilities.

The Clean Air Act 1990 – aimed at reducing smog and acid rain


Bill Clinton 1993 - 2001

-Clinton defeated Bush in presidential election
-Served two terms in office, being re-elected in 1997

-Economic problems reason for Clinton’s success
-Moved away from Reaganomics and increased government spending

-Reduced deficit and even balanced budget in 1996 (1st time since 1969)
-President during the longest period of economic growth in US history.
Important legislation / laws passed
Introduced a minimum wage in 1996 of $4.75 an hour & $5.14 in 1997.
However, he was unsuccessful in his attempt to introduce a universal health insurance.

Scandal – ‘I did not have sexual relations with that woman’
By 1998 it had been discovered that Clinton had been having an affair with Monica Lewinsky. 
How did popular culture change? 1929-2000
1930s: 

· Jazz and Blues

· First ‘talkies’ just out in cinema e.g. Steamboat Willy
· Bette Davis popular actress
1940s: 
· Musicals popular
· War depicted in many films e.g. Casablanca
· Late 40s – ‘bobbysoxers’ – young people who played music loudly.

1950s: 

· Rock and Roll – Elvis Presley
· Teenagers emerged as a new group in society
· Cinema sales decreased as more people watched t.v.
· Juvenile Delinquency increased (more crime amongst young people)
· Writers began to challenge the cosy values of suburbia e.g. JD Salinger – Catcher in the Rye
1960s: 
· Hippy Movement 
· Folk singers like Bob Dylan voiced anger over Vietnam War
· Woodstock – free music festival, 1969 (hippies loved it!)
· Marlon Brando/James Dean popular actors.
1970s:
· Disco-dancing
·  Films like Godfather and Jaws popular 
· Hippies/Vietnam protests
1980s:

· Rap/hip-hop
· Tom Cruise, Arnold Schwarzenegger popular actors

· Films – Terminator/Ghostbusters

· VCR / VHS in every home

· Film – Indiana Jones series / Back to the Future

· Nintendo (NES)

1990s:

· Gangster Rap – Dr Dre / Grunge Music - Nirvana
· Will Smith, Julia Roberts, Jim Carey are popular actors
· DVD and CD’s become more and more popular

· Films – Star Wars, The Phantom Menace (1993)
· Sega Megadrive 

How did young people protest? 1929-2000

1940s- Bobbysoxers – teenagers who listened to loud music.  Seen as rebellious by some, but they were generally harmless.

1950s – Teenagers were seen as rebellious.  Listened to Elvis and rock n roll.

Writers like Jack Kerouac attacked the ‘mainstream’.  Calling themselves the Beat Generation.  Rise in juvenile delinquency.  More teenagers smoked and drank.  Generation gap between young and old started.


1960s– Many young people in involved in Black Civil Rights, Feminist Movement.  
1970s– Many young people became hippies.  Involved in Vietnam Protests.  Advocated drugs, music and free love. Student Protest - Kent State University protests, where 4 students were killed.

How Did Women’s Lives Change? 1929-1990

Remember you need to be able to write about the good and bad changes!  Highlight the positive and negative changes in different colours.
	Decade
	Changes!

	1930s
	New Deal – sexual discrimination got worse.  
Women seen as occupying jobs of unemployed men.  
Paid less than men.  Women could not claim social security.

	1940s
	WWII gave women more opportunities in the workplace.  
More independence. 

	1950s
	By 50s, society still believed that ‘a woman’s place was in the home’.
Women expected to be perfect housewives and look after children.

	1960s
	Betty Friedan wrote – Feminine Mystique.  
Said that women should be equal to men!  Ridiculed idea that women were only suited for low-paid jobs.  
Set up NOW (National Organisation for Women).  
Demanded equal rights written into the Constitution.  Organised demonstrations, petitions and strikes.

	1970s
	Abortion legalised.  
Laws passed giving women equal treatment in employment and equal pay.

	1980s
	Much progress made but women’s earnings in 1989 still only 70% of men’s.  Women still found it difficult to progress up career ladder.  Sexism still existed.

	1990s
	Gender Education Act – teach pupils in school about gender equality. Only 30% of managers and women. 


The Essay Question!

In what ways did American society change between 1929 and 1990?
You need to be able to talk about how society has changed DECADE BY DECADE.  

You can also talk about popular culture, music and films and how these changed.


1930s – New Deal


1940s – Second World War


1950s- Affluent Society


1960s-Kennedy’s New Frontier


1970s-Nixon and Watergate


1980s-The Reagan Years











The final essay question will probably be a variation on this question or on a topic such as the New Deal





How did FDR deal with the banking crisis?


Closed all banks for a ‘four day holiday’


Passed the Emergency Banking Act


Only honest, well run banks allowed to reopen – gave them government loans to help them


Restored people’s confidence in the banks.











What was the Bonus Army?


1932, unemployed war veterans marched on Washington to demand early payment of bonuses scheduled to be paid in 1945.


Set up huge Hooverville outside Whitehouse.


Hoover ordered troops to drive them out and burn down the shanty town.











You need to know what FDR did in the first Hundred Days of his Presidency


Remember:  fires agents, prohibits banks





Fireside Chats – Hoover’s radio broadcasts.  He explained his actions simply and honestly and asked the American people to help him.  These were extremely popular.





REMEMBER!  On this exam paper you are expected to show change over time, decade by decade.  You don’t have to go into as much depth as on the others.





What was the Great Depression?


Time of hardship in America


High unemployment


No social security – many people living in extreme poverty











Hooverville = shanty town where many poor people were forced to live.  Named after President Hoover.  Many people blamed him for the Wall Street Crash





I will bring a New Deal to the country.  


We need Relief, Recovery and Reform.





“Actio








Also know as FDR!e





CCC- Civilian Conservation Corps


Gave jobs to single young men under age of 25 e.g. clearing land, planting trees.


Lived in government camps


Men got food, clothing and sense of purpose


Some people criticised it as cheap labour








TVA – Tennesee Valley Authority


Set up to develop the Tennessee Valley


Built 33 dams to control the Tennessee River


New forests planted


Power stations built to provide cheap electricity


Thousands of jobs created


One of the most impressive schemes of the New Deal!





Affluent= rich


Nickname for the 1950s





Probably the most important outcome of the New Deal





1950s also the time of McCarthyism.


Senator Joseph McCarthy discriminated against Communists.


Hundreds of people accused of being Communists including army officers.  Many people lost their jobs and were forced to leave the country.


Hearings against the army televised.  People realised there was no evidence.  McCarthy dismissed from office and his reputation was in ruins.











PWA – Public Works Administration


Designed to create public works of real and lasting value


Built schools, dams, hospitals








Hippies


Young people


Rejected their parent’s lifestyles and values


Grew hair long, took drugs


‘flower power’ – wanted peace not war, opposed war in Vietnam


San Francisco hippy capital.




















Opposition to LBJ


Republicans accused him wasting money on welfare and not supporting rugged individualism


There was serious rioting in Watts, Los Angeles during his Presidency and he was accused of doing too little.


He became a symbol of Vietnam and many protested against the war.


The cost of Vietnam diverted money away from his Great Society initiatives.





1930s – New Deal


1940s – Second World War


1950s- Affluent Society


1960s-Kennedy’s New Frontier / LBJ Great Society


1970s-Nixon and Watergate


1980s-The Reagan Years


1990s – The Clinton Years
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CWA – Civilian Works Administration


Designed as a short-term scheme to give as many people jobs as possible


Some useful work e.g. building roads


Some sweeping up leaves in park/paying actors to do free shows





NRA– National Recovery Administration


Increased worker’s wages


Gave worker’s a fairer deal e.g. set minimum wages/child labour codes








Social Security Act– 


Pensions to the over 65s


Support for handicapped people


Aid for unemployed





Did not support it





Look at both sides!





BUT – Many groups of people did not share the wealth (many Hispanics, Blacks).


Number of people living below poverty line estimated at 30 million.





Very important that you learn the main events and why it was so significant!





Space defence system that would put a giant shield in space to protect the USA from a nuclear attack!
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