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and Melba Patillo; Elizabeth Eckford, Ermest Green, and Minnijean Brown;
Jefferson Thomas, Carlotta Walls, and Thelma Mothershed.
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Why was Peaceful Protest significant in the campaign for Civil Rights in USA during the 50s & 60s





Brown vs Topeka (1954) – black pupils were segregated from white pupils in schools. Many black children went to substandard schools meaning that they received a lower standard of education than white children. Also, many black children had to travel long distances to get to the nearest black school, when the nearest white one was far closer. The separate school system was unfair and unequal.





The NAACP heard of the case of Linda Brown, a young black girl, whose parents wanted her to attend the nearby white school because it was closer and would provide a better standard of education. The NAACP lawyers claimed that facilities at separate schools led to lower educational achievement & created low self-esteem. The Supreme Court ruled that segregation in schools was illegal.





Immediately schools began to desegregate and, by 1957, 300,000 black children were attending schools which had formerly been segregated – a real breakthrough. However, 2.4 million black children were prevented from attending integrated schools in the South because Southern States passed laws preventing them. President Eisenhower did little to encourage integration.





With the successes of Little Rock and the Montgomery Bus Boycott, civil rights issues were raised again on 1st February 1960 at a Woolworth store in Greensboro, North Carolina. Across the US many food stores refused to serve black and white people together. These segregated stores were to be targeted, mainly by students, in a peaceful protest that became known as sit-ins.





By 1957, many Southern States still refused to allow black students to enter their schools. Although progress was being made in the North and West of the country, ‘Jim Crow Schools’ still existed in the racist South. 





Black people were not allowed to sit next to white people on buses, nor were they allowed to sit on the first four rows of a bus. Furthermore, if a white person needed a seat, any seated black people must give up their seat for that white person. Black people would have to stand if there was empty seat next to a white person.





On 1 December 1955, Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat for a white person and was subsequently arrested. The arrest sparked a state wide, year long, boycott of buses by black people. Black people either walked to work or arranged lifts with friends or black taxi firms. There was opposition from white people and some black activists were attacked, Martin Luther King’s home was firebombed. 





To prevent further violent acts towards Freedom Riders, President Kennedy had to become involved and gain promises that the violence would stop. Finally on the 22 September 1961 the bus companies ended racial segregation at bus terminals. The peaceful freedom rides had raised the issues of civil rights and even the President had become involved.





The civil rights issue exploded in 1963. In order to avoid de-segregating its parks, playgrounds and swimming pools, the city of Birmingham, Alabama, simply closed them all. Birmingham had a large black population and extremely racist white population. Martin Luther King saw it as the perfect place to challenge segregation and gain maximum publicity.





In December 1960 the Supreme Court decided that al bus stations and terminals should be integrated. The Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) decided to test the decision out by using the tactic of freedom ride. They hoped to highlight the racism that still occurred and also show that the law was not being upheld.





After the high-profile success in Birmingham, Martin Luther King wanted to make sure that Civil Rights stayed in the public eye. Together the NAACP, CORE, SNCC and SCLC organised a march on Washington DC, America’s capital. The march would call for jobs and equality and demanded a law be passed to enforce Civil Rights.





Freedom Riders started riding on buses from places in the North, like Washington, to the South, like New Orleans. When in the South they faced hostility and violence. Many freedom riders were beat up and buses were attacked, some even set on fire. Some black freedom riders were even arrested and put in jail.





The protestors boycotted every shop in Greensboro that enforced segregation; sales dropped immediately and stores ended segregation. More and more people began to carry out sit-in protests across the southern states and by August 1961 over 70,000 people had participated. The event directly challenged the deep-rooted racism of the South and was successful in ending segregation.





Upon entering a Woolworth store in February 1960, four black students demanded they be served at the whites-only section of the store. On being refused they remained seated at the counter until the shop closed. The next day, 27 more students joined them and 80 more the day after that. By the 5th day 300 students had filled the store. The shop was forced to serve the black students.





Despite Eisenhower’s intervention, the State Governor closed all the schools in Arkansas for a whole year, simply to prevent the integration of black and white students. Many white and mostly black had no schooling for a year. Schools opened the following year and were forced to integrate. Little Rock had been significant as the president had been involved in enforcing integration of black and white pupils.





On 3 September 1957, nine black students enrolled into Little Rock High, Arkansas (South). As the students, aged 15 & 16, tried to enter the school the Governor of Arkansas ordered the National Guard to stop them, whilst a racist white crowd shouted abuse at the pupils. Worldwide TV coverage forced President Eisenhower to send in 1000 soldiers of the 101st Airborne to protect the students.





On 20 December 1956, the Supreme Court ruled that segregation on buses was illegal. The event had made national news and gained lots of attention. Led by Martin Luther King, the boycott showed that peaceful protest could be successful. Furthermore, the success of the boycott encouraged King to think about further action that would highlight the inequality in the USA.





The march on Washington highlighted just how important the issue of Civil Rights was to the people of America. Black and white people were involved in the March and it was televised across the USA. Martin Luther King even met with President Kennedy to discuss a Civil Rights Bill. However the bill did not become law until 1964. Peaceful Protest had been successful in raising the profile of Civil Rights.





The event took place on the 28 August 1963 and attracted more than 250,000 demonstrators. Martin Luther King was the last speaker of the day and gave his ‘I have a Dream’ speech. The event was a huge success and highlighted the organised, educated and peaceful ways black people could protest for equality. 





The event was shown on National TV and across the world and showed just how far the racist element of US society were prepared to go, even allowing dogs to attack innocent children. Again, President Kennedy had to become involved and he proposed a law to end racism in the US. Birmingham City Council was given 90 days to end segregation. The event had proved another success for peaceful protest.





Peaceful demonstrations were planned to take place in Birmingham, they planned to use children and students in the demonstration to test the racist police forces’ reaction. When the demonstrations began the Birmingham police chief Bull O’Connor allowed his men to set dogs on the protestors and use powerful water hoses on them. King was arrested along with 2000 protestors and 1300 children.
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