A Nazi Education
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The Hitler Youth
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1.Officer of tomorrow





2.Young, to us!





3.Just you!
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4.Youth serve the Fuhrer!
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5.Build homes and youth hostels.
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6.The German model for the Hitler Youth





The Nazis also wanted to control the minds of the young in their spare time and introduced the Hitler Youth (Hitler jungend) to influence the young outside of the classroom. The Hitler Youth was originally voluntary, but all other youth groups were banned and by 1939 it had become compulsory.


Boys learned Nazi songs and ideas, took part in hiking and camping and as they got older learned map reading and other military skills, like marching & survival.


Girls joined the League of German Maidens where they took part in activities similar to that of the boys in camping and physical activities but also learned domestic skills in preparation for marriage and motherhood. They also learned how to make use of seasonal German foods to become more self-sufficient
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A classroom in Nazi Germany





Children honour the Fuhrer
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Hitler saw the role of schools in Nazi Germany as a breeding ground for new Nazi talent. Control the minds of the young and you could control the men and women of the future. Therefore schools became a way of indoctrinating Nazi beliefs into the mainstream. Teachers had to swear an oath of loyalty to the Fuhrer, join the Nazi Teachers League and promote Nazi beliefs in the classroom.





Boys and girls usually went to separate schools as the Nazis wanted a different curriculum for each gender. 


Boys focused upon military preparation and Girls looked at needlework and home crafts.


Maths looked at bomb trajectory, Biology looked at pure Germans and inferior races, History studied the strength of German history and its conquests.





Hitler’s was very fond of children, he was often being photographed with them and many posters were produced to show Hitler with children. The image showed a caring side to Hitler and the Nazis, it showed the compassionate side of National Socialism.


Behind the scenes, Jewish children were prevented from attending schools with pure Germans. Also, students were encouraged to report any teachers that were not teaching the Nazi curriculum. 


Later on Jewish, Polish and Gypsy children would be routinely eliminated in gas chambers because they were of no use or importance to the Nazis. Many of those educated in Nazi schools would be the SS guards that led them to their deaths.








