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How was Germany punished by the Allies?





Yalta Conference, February 1945


By early 1945 Germany was near to defeat. The Allied leaders met at Yalta to consider what to do with Germany and agreed the following:





Germany & Berlin were to be divided into 4 zones, guarded by US, UK, France & Russia.


To hunt down and try Nazi war criminals in an international court of justice.


To bring free elections to the countries conquered by Germany.





Potsdam Conference, July 1945


Five months after Yalta and after the surrender by Germany the Allies met again at Potsdam. They agreed the following:





To divide Germany and Berlin into four zones, as per Yalta agreement.


To demilitarize Germany.


To re-establish democracy, free elections, free press and freedom of speech.


Ban the Nazi party


To try Nazi leaders for their crimes.





Nuremberg Trials, Nov 1945 – October 1946


Leading Nazis were put on trial as war criminals. They were accused of conspiring to:


Wage war.


Commit crimes against peace and humanity


Commit Genocide against the Jews & Gypsies


Committing abuse and murder of prisoners


Nearly 200 Nazis were tried and 142 found guilty. 24 were given death sentences 20 others life sentences. Goering received a death sentence but took cyanide before his hanging.





Denazification of Germany after the war


The Allies looked to remove traces of Nazism from German society. The Nazi Party was banned, Nazi books were confiscated and Nazi party officials could only have manual labour jobs. 


The Allies took control of radio, cinema, book publishers and magazines to try and control what the German people were hearing and seeing.


In the Russian controlled zone suspected Nazis were rounded up and kept in camps, 40,000 died.


Germany became divided between East and West. The East became communist, the West Capitalist.
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Churchill, Roosevelt & Stalin met at Yalta 
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Leading Nazis tried at Nurem-berg as war criminals.
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German streets were renamed as part of Denazi-fication.
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Berlin and Germany were divided – East and West








