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Nation of Islam





For some, the peaceful civil rights campaign had been too slow. Many believed that white people would never accept black people as their equals no matter what happened. They believed that the only way black Americans could be free was to live separately from white people. One group that promoted this view was the Nation of Islam. The most famous leader of the movement was Malcolm X, born Malcolm Little, he, along with other members, rejected his slave surname and called himself X. He was a brilliant public speaker and helped membership grow to 100,000 by 1964. 





Malcolm X held some very different views to other civil rights campaigners, like Martin Luther King. He believed that violence could be justified, not only for self-defence, but to secure a separate black nation. He would later change these views and set up the Muslim Mosque, Inc. as he saw that Islam combined all races and treated them all equally. He thought Islam could be the means to end racial discrimination in the USA. Nevertheless, this change of view angered some of his previous followers and he was assassinated by three black Muslims in February, 1965.





Under the guidance of Malcolm X, the Nation of Islam set up educational and social programmes to help black youths living in ghettos. By 1960, 75% of the Nation of Islam’s membership was aged 17-35. The movement and Malcolm X reconnected black people with their African heritage and instilled pride in black communities, boxing star Muhammad Ali became a member in 1964. The movement and in particular Malcolm X influenced the views of the more radical Black Power and Black Panthers. However, it also faced criticism for promoting anti-white views.








