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Changing attitudes to the race issue in the USA, 1929 – 2000
The Wall Street Crash of 1929 brought the roaring twenties to an abrupt end and led the USA into a decade long depression during the 1930s. Stocks and shares collapsed and millions of dollars were lost, companies went bankrupt and millions of people were made unemployed. 

Those worst hit were the poor, especially those in rural areas. Many of those worst hit were African-Americans. Without work they were left in grinding poverty and hardship leaving families destitute and starving.
Moreover, as if hunger wasn’t enough those in the Southern States still had to suffer segregation and the Jim Crow Laws, which legalised the provision of separate facilities. In everything, from schools and hospitals to toilets and drinking fountains, black people were kept apart from white people. The fact that the KKK still had strong support confirmed that the former slave owner view, which saw black people as less than white people, triumphed.
As more and more Black Americans moved north away from the hardship of the south they faced similar prejudices, whites were given jobs before blacks and many African-Americans found themselves living in ghetto districts like Harlem, New York. 
In reaction to the discrimination groups like the National Association for the Advancement of Coloured People (NAACP) were set up and promoted equality for black people, and although they had limited success it was proof that attitudes towards the issue of race was changing.
However, the outbreak of World War II and American involvement in the conflict saw African-Americans who joined the army forced to fight in segregated regiments. They became known as the ‘Jim Crown Army’. It seemed ironic that the nation fighting against Hitler’s prejudiced and racial persecution of the Jews was also deeply racist.
After the involvement of so many African-Americans who had fought, died and worked for America’s war effort, new calls came for the President to sort out the prejudices within American society. President Truman’s Fair Deal banned segregation in the Army and attempted to put a stop to lynching.
Truman’s time as President sparked what was to become known as the ‘Civil Rights Movement’ which saw many important people take part in important events raising the profile of civil rights and equality for all. From Rosa Parks refusing to get of the bus to Martin Luther King’s I have a dream speech, the 50s and 60s was a time like no other in the campaign for equality for Black Americans.
During this time, black and white Americans campaigned together and became involved in peaceful protests like Bus Boycotts, Freedom Marches and Freedom Rides. Their efforts were rewarded with the Civil Rights Acts of 1964 and 1968. These acts made segregation illegal, gave black people full voting rights and made white and black people equal.
However, there was also a more violent side to the Civil Rights Movement. Men like Malcolm X who led the Nation of Islam and Stokely Carmichael who led the Black Panthers, showed that black people would not tolerate injustice any longer and were prepared to use violence. There were race riots in Los Angeles and politicians were no doubt scared into acting.
During the 70s, 80s and 90s more and more black people have made an impression upon American way of life. Famous movie stars like Eddie Murphy and Will Smith, TV personality Opera Winfrey, politician Condalisa Rice, sports stars like Carl Lewis and of course President Barack Obama.

Nevertheless, even today, Black people are still among the poorest groups in America along with those of Hispanic backgrounds. Average white wages are double that of black peoples and young black men are far more likely to end up in jail than their white counterpart. Gains have certainly been made, but there is still a long way to go.
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